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Welcome to the 2021 AFTS conference!

To En-chant to En-thrall...

This is the ancient rhythm of storytelling. A rhythm passed down
from the “spinsters” spinning their yarn and chanting their refrains so
that words and music were entwined in the shared circle of story.

 
This is the magic we want to make this year as we come together

after being distanced for so long — 
the magic of a shared performance and connection.

#aftsconf2021

And in doing so we can consider:

What are the differences between written and performed stories?

How are the layers of meaning in fairy tales represented and
expressed when the stories are staged rather than simply told?

Australian audiences?
How can (and should) we transform fairy tales for 
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MC: MICHAEL PATTERSON
Welcome 
Acknowledgement of Country
Housekeeping
KEYNOTE: FRANK OAKES
Frank’s Fantastic Fairy Tale Puppet Theatre
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CHERALYN DARCEY
The Power of Plants in Storytelling
KATE FORSYTH
Casting Spells through Stories

THE MOONCATCHERS CHOIR
The Songcatchers - women's fairy tales through
song, story and images.
LIANE MORRIS
The Evolution of Fairy Tales in Performance.
JENNI CARGILL-STRONG
The Girl who Outwitted a Werewolf' based on an
ancient French tale.

Cake & 
LunchLANA SUSAN KAINES

Storytelling and Music: The Lorelei.

LIVONNE LARKINS
Crowned Workshop
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MICHAEL PATTERSON: MC
Michael’s background is ... interesting. He has lived in Japan and
Bangladesh; been a university lecturer, disability advocate, an ESL
teacher and a magician; spent time in the military; done vipassana
meditation in India, hot yoga in short shorts, storytelling, trekking in
the Himalayas, and bushwalking in Tasmania.

He has a Commerce degree, an MBA and completed a clowning course
in San Francisco. He has ridden a motorbike across the Nullabor and
done exactly one caving expedition. He keeps bees, lives with a mother
with a mental illness and does volunteer work with refugees.

Those smile lines aren’t there for nothing!
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9:15 KEYNOTE - Frank Oakes  

A schoolteacher, lawyer, and ceramicist, Frank first showed interest in
puppets at the age of four. Although he spends the majority of his
working life as a teacher and a lawyer, in the last 40 years Frank has
directed more than 20 live shows for Maitland Repertory Society along
with designing, staging, directing, acting in many other plays.

In July 2017, Frank and Helen Hopcroft founded a local puppet theatre,
Frank’s Fantastic Fairy Theatre, with the support of a grant by the
University of Newcastle and local business houses. Since then at least
25 puppet shows have been presented all through the Hunter
Valley area.

https://franksfairytales.wixsite.com/ffftt/

https://bamboozleandcompany.com.au/

www.helenhewittart.com



10:45 Dr KATE FORSYTH: Casting Spells through Stories

Dr Kate Forsyth is an internationally published poet, novelist, journalist
and storyteller. Her historical novels for adults include The Blue Rose,
Beauty in Thorns, The Wild Girl & Bitter Greens which won the 2015
American Library Association Award for Best Historical Fiction. Non-
fiction books include Searching for Charlotte: The Fascinating Story of
Australia’s First Children’s Author and The Rebirth of Rapunzel: A
Mythic Biography of the Maiden in the Tower which won the 2017
William Atheling Jr Award for Criticism. Her books for children include
Vasilisa the Wise & Other Tales of Brave Young Women’, which won a
silver medal in the 2018 US Readers Favorite book awards. Kate has
a Doctorate of Creative Arts, and is an accredited master storyteller
with the Australian Guild of Storytellers.

2021 CONFERENCE
PROGRAM 

https://kateforsyth.com.au/

11:30 THE MOONCATCHERS, led by Christina Mimmocchi: The
Songcatchers - women's fairy tales through song, story and images.

The Mooncatchers choir is a women's choir welcoming all women singers
and creative souls. Our songs come from all corners of the globe and
from the spirit. They celebrate the achievements of women in many
languages and songs both old as the hills and newly spun by us. We
meet on Monday mornings in Newtown at the Older Women’s Network.
We will be presenting wild, fantastic, earthy, magical and real fairy tales
as told to us and as we tell them through song and spoken word.

https://www.christina8arms.com/mooncatchers

10:15 CHERALYN DARCY: The Power of Plants in Storytelling

With a passion for ethnobotany and botanical history, Cheralyn
produces and presents a weekly two-hour radio show, At Home with
the Gardening Gang, on CoastFM. She is the gardening columnist for
The Coast News and The Coast Chronicle, the Garden Curator of
SWAMP (Sustainable Wetlands
Agricultural Makers Project) and appears regularly on national TV and
other media. The author and illustrator of many beautiful botanical-
themed books, she is an expert explorer of plant lore, the way
storytelling helped people find food, medicine and their way around
their lands, and the botanical facts behinds our spells and stories.
www.cheralyndarcey.com
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11:50 LIANE MORRIS: The Evolution of Fairy Tales in Performance

Liane Morris has worked as an arts marketer since the mid-90s, working on
brands such as Sydney Symphony, ABC Classic FM, Time Inc. Magazines,
Riverside Theatres and Canberra Glassworks.

On the board of the Newcastle and Dubbo Fringe Festivals, she currently
donates her time and energy to stimulating the cultural landscape of
regional NSW and supporting emerging artists through the organisation and
marketing of performing arts fringe festivals. 

Liane writes blog posts, articles and websites for a range of clients in
diverse industries. An aspiring author with 3 short stories published in a
children's short story anthology in 2019 she has loads of other stories in
various stages of readiness.

Lunch & cake!

1:45 LANA SUSAN KAINS: Storytelling and Music: The Lorelei

Tasmanian soprano Lana Kains has performed with numerous
prestigious ensembles in Australia and abroad and has experience
ranging from early Baroque music to contemporary classical genres.
She has completed her Bachelor of Music at Sydney Conservatorium
studying with Maree Ryan, and will be studying a Masters in Opera this
year.

12:20 Jenni Cargill-Strong: 'The Girl who Outwitted a Werewolf' based
on an ancient French tale.

Jenni has twenty-eight years experience as a professional storyteller, four
award-winning story albums, seventeen years experience teaching
storytelling and several years experience teaching online. She is Australian,
and lives with her two nearly-grown children in the seaside town of Ballina
on the east coast, just south of Byron Bay.

2021 CONFERENCE 

https://www.lianemorris.com.au/

https://storytree.com.au/

@LanaKainsSoprano 

#aftsconf2021
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2:15  LIVONNE LARKINS: Crowned workshop

Livonne graduated from Nepean Arts &amp; Design Centre with a
Diploma of Photo-Imaging in 2015. Her work is predominantly Fine Art
Composite Photography, and she uses her love of theatre, storytelling,
mythology, history, costumes and fairy tales to complement her art
practice.

Having been impacted by them, Livonne is a passionate advocate of de-
stigmatising mental illness, grief, and domestic violence. These are
principal elements in her work. Her first solo exhibition, From Fractured
to Fairytale, the story of the artist's life told as a fairy tale, was first
shown in May 2019 in the Blue Mountains NSW.

#aftsconf2021

2021 CONFERENCE 

3:15  ANGE HUMPHRIES: Spoken word tells a thousand stories

Ange has been writing and talking about poetry for 19 years as a guest
speaker, hobbyist and educator of young people. She has a particular
passion for poetry slam and spoken word performances, having scripted
and performed in Australia and overseas. Growing up in western
Sydney and now working with disadvantaged people who are homeless,
marginalised or living with a disability, Ange believes that poetry and
fairy tales can cut through all demographics and should be open and
accessible to everyone. 

3:45  KATE FORSYTH: Three ways to Tell a Tale: Performance,
Story, Novel. Retelling 'The Singing, Springing Lark'

The Singing, Springing Lark is a beautiful variant of the Beauty & the
Beast tale, and one of my favourite stories to perform. I have drawn
upon it in three very different ways in my creative practise - in oral
storytelling performances, retelling it as one of the fairy tales in Vasilisa
the Wise & Other Tales of Brave Young Women and as a form of
intertextuality in my historical novel The Beast's Garden, which
reimagines the story set in the underground resistance to Hitler in Berlin
during World War II.

@KateForsyth

https://livonneimagery.com.au

2021 EVALUATION FORM 
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THE AUSTRALIAN FAIRY TALE SOCIETY (AFTS) IS A NATIONAL NOT-FOR-
PROFIT CHARITY FOCUSED ON COLLECTING, PRESERVING, DISCUSSING, 

 SHARING AND CREATING  FAIRY TALES.
OUR AIM IS TO ENCOURAGE ACADEMICS, WRITERS, ARTISTS, PERFORMERS AND

ENTHUSIASTS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY, TO CONVERSE AND SHARE ALL THINGS
FAIRY TALE, THROUGH A NATIONAL WEBSITE, ANNUAL CONFERENCES AND  A

GROWING NUMBER OF LOCAL  'FAIRY TALE RINGS' IN SEVERAL STATES. 
WE ENCOURAGE FAIRY TALE DISCUSSION AND A VARIETY OF CREATIVE EXPRESSION

(FROM FOOD TO FILM, WRITING, STAGE, VISUAL-ART AND MUCH MORE!). 
ALL ARE WELCOME.  CHECK OUR WEBSITE TO SEE , IF THERE'S A FAIRY TALE RING

NEAR YOU, OR HOW YOU CAN START ONE, WITH OUR HELP.

#aftsconf2021
https ://www.austral ianfairytalesociety .org

Original art by Helen Hewitt


