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music, magic, spells

Performing fairy tales
To En-chant to En-thrall...

This is the ancient rhythm of storytelling. A rhythm passed down
from the “spinsters” spinning their yarn and chanting their refrains so
that words and music were entwined in the shared circle of story.
This is the magic we want to make this year as we come together
after being distanced for so long —
the magic of a shared performance and connection.

And in doing so we can consider:

What are the differences between written and performed stories?
How are the layers of meaning in fairy tales represented and
expressed when the stories are staged rather than simply told?
How can (and should) we transform fairy tales for
Australian audiences?

Welcome to the 2021 AFTS conference!

#aftsconf2021

Cocktail Party
Friday 11 June 7:30-8:30pm AEST

Let's start our long weekend of fairy tales with a
party! Join our host Alex McCallum

meet some new fairy tale folk
catch up with old friends
Bring an enchanted object*
BYO drink & fairy food
Dress up!
*an object from your home (ordinary objects very welcome) that
you find enchanting - the story/memory connected to the object,
the way it looks or feels.

Find your ZOOM Enchanting backgrounds here

Enchanted Market Stalls
Unique and beautiful fairy tale themed objects – books,
art, crafts, and more, by talented Australian artists and
writers – to reflect your own unique interests and beauty,
will be for sale in our FaceBook Artists’ Stall.

#enchanting

Click here
to visit

Sc h e d u l e
SESSION 1

SATURDAY
12 JUNE 2021

ZOOM

10:00 HOST: JOE VANDEMEER
Welcome
Acknowledgement of Country
10:10 KEYNOTE: WENDY BLAXLAND
11:10 JILL WEBSTER
The Pied Piper of Zoom
- Crafting a tale of enchantment in a Pandemic
World
11:40 ERIN-CLAIRE BARROW & CAITLIN WINTER
Story Walk: A case study in fairy tale
retelling for an active COVID-safe audience
12:30

Take
a Break
have

SESSION

2

HOST: JILL WEBSTER

2:00 ELIANE MOREL
Enchantment/Disenchantment: How writing and
performing fairytale character leads you to
discovering new stories
2:30

LOUISA JOHN-KROL & THANG DAC LUONG
South of the Sun: Australian fairy tales for the 21st
century- Two of the Anthology’s contributors discuss
how immigration shaped their music and stories.

3:00

MUNETAKA & GAIL UMEHARA
Enchanted in the Forest Kamishibai storytelling

3:30

WRITING FAIRY TALE SCRIPTS
Panel discussion with Wendy Blaxland, Liane Morris,
Erin-Claire Barrow, Munetaka and Gail Umehara.

a stretch!
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SESSION 3
10:00

HOST: ELIANE MOREL
Welcome
Acknowledgement of Country

10:10

FINEGAN KRUCKEMEYER
Hope is a trail of breadcrumbs

10:45

ZOOM

ANNA JARRETT
The Storyteller, Magician and Shaman – Journeying
into enchanted lands

11:15

AFTS ANNUAL AWARD PRESENTATION

11:30

KATHY SMART
How a digital storybook can be made accessible
to blind, colourblind, and deaf readers.

12:00

SUNDAY
13 JUNE 2021

MIRANDA WAGEMAN
The Farmer and the Yam (and other fairy
tales from around the world) … Case study
of a Fairy Tale CD production

12:30

Take
a Break
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4

HOST: ELIANE MOREL

2:00

REILLY McCARRON
Long Lost Fairytales Audio Books: the soundtrack

2:30

JULIET MARRILIER & LAUREN ELISE DANIELS
Music as Magic: Juliet Marillier in conversation with
Lauren Elise Daniels

3:00

ROSLYN HULL
Finding Inspiration in Hollywood Babylon

3:30

WAYS OF ENCHANTMENT
Panel discussion with Juliet Marillier, Finegan
Kruckemeyer, Louisa John-Krol, Reilly McCarron,
Kathy Smart & Anne Jarrett.

have
a stretch!
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SESSION 1: Saturday morning 10:00am-12:30pm
HOST: JOE VANDEMEER
Welcome
Acknowledgement of Country

WENDY BLAXLAND: KEYNOTE
Wendy Blaxland is an award-winning and internationally
published writer who has worked in fiction, non-fiction, theatre
and poetry, and as a reviewer. She has published over a hundred
children’s books, written over twenty-five plays and run a familybased theatre company presenting her historical plays through
NSW and the ACT. As a former academic, she taught English
literature at Macquarie and drama at New England universities,
and ran a theatre appreciation course for Auckland University.

Have a question?
Type QUESTION in
caps followed by what
you would like to ask in
the Zoom chat for our
hosts to pick up.

Wendy has always been fascinated by fairy tales, and has
adapted eight of these for Marian Street Theatre for Young
People, as well as writing another seven original plays for them,
all using fairy tale elements, as well as songs. She loves telling
stories in many different forms, mostly with a sprinkle of humour,
and has always been enchanted by live theatre.

LIANE MORRIS
Liane Morris has worked as an arts marketer since the mid-90s,
working on brands such as Sydney Symphony, ABC Classic FM, Time
Inc. Magazines, Riverside Theatres and Canberra Glassworks.
On the board of the Newcastle and Dubbo Fringe Festivals, she
currently donates her time and energy to stimulating the cultural
landscape of regional NSW and supporting emerging artists
through the organisation and marketing of performing arts fringe
festivals.
Liane writes blog posts, articles and websites for a range of clients
in diverse industries. An aspiring author with 3 short stories
published in a children's short story anthology in 2019 she has loads
of other stories in various stages of readiness.
www.lianemorris.com.au/

#aftsconf2021
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JILL WEBSTER- The Pied Piper of Zoom - Crafting a tale
of enchantment in a Pandemic World
Jill Webster has worked as a professional storyteller in Scotland
and Australia. She has a degree in Performing Arts (Theatre)
from the University of Western Sydney and studied with the
Scottish Mask and Puppet Centre.

Have a question?
use the Zoom chat box
Type QUESTION in
caps followed by what
you would like to ask for
our hosts to pick up.

She ran the storytelling and children’s theatre company Monsters
and Mayhem in Sydney and Scotland, touring with
performances, leading workshops, and being Storyteller-inResidence at the Village Storytelling Centre in Glasgow.
Upon returning to Australia, she set up her new company Story
Bubble, which aims to share the joys of story, puppetry and
creativity with everyone.
www.storybubble.com.au/

ERIN-CLAIRE BARROW & CAITLIN WINTERSTORY WALK: A case study in fairy tale retelling for an
active COVID-safe audience
Erin-Claire is a Canberra-based author and illustrator who uses
digital art, ink and watercolours to explore, retell and subvert
traditional fairy tales and folklore. Erin-Claire is the author and
illustrator of 'The Adventurous Princess and other feminist fairy
tales', a book of traditional fairy tales retold and illustrated with
a feminist twist.
www.erinclaireillustration.com/

Caitlin works on programming, outreach and content
development for 0-5 year olds and their parents/carers at
Libraries ACT across all of Canberra. She worked as a primary
school teacher for six years in government and non-government
schools and is currently studying a Masters in Early Childhood
Education. She has been with the libraries for three years and
greatly enjoys bringing fun and meaningful early literacy
experiences and activities to the Canberra community.

#enchanting

www.library.act.gov.au/whats-on2/story-walks
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SESSION 2: Saturday afternoon 2:00-4:00pm
HOST: JILL WEBSTER

ELIANE MOREL- Enchantment/Disenchantment: How
writing and performing fairytale character leads you to
discovering new stories.
Eliane Morel is a writer, performer and producer. She has a
degree in Theatre Studies from UNSW, graduated from the
NIDA Playwrights’ Course and studied opera at the Canberra
School of Music. She has written and produced several plays
including The Cabbage Patch Kid (Griffin Theatre), There Was
No Frog, All Night Long – an Evening With Madam Long and
Ba Ngoai, all at The Performance Space.

Have a question?
use the Zoom chat box
Type QUESTION in
caps followed by what
you would like to ask for
our hosts to pick up.

She regularly performs theatre-in-education shows and is
Principal Mezzo Soprano with ‘Sydney’s favourite boutique opera
company’, Opera Bites. She is writer, performer and producer of
Disenchanted: A Cabaret of Twisted Fairy Tales. Disenchanted
premiered at the Sydney Fringe 2018, toured the South Coast of
NSW 2019, aired in Adelaide Fringe View and was nominated
for Best Cabaret at the Melbourne (Digital) Fringe Festival,
2020.
elianemorel.com/

LOUISA JOHN-KROL & THANG LUONG
South of the Sun: Australian fairy tales for the 21st century: Two of
the Anthology’s contributors discuss how immigration shaped their
music and stories.
Thang Dac Luong and Louisa John-Krol live in different States, but
they have a lot in common. Both are writer-musicians. Both have
immigrant fathers, respectively from Vietnam and Wales. Both
married immigrants, respectively from Malaysia (of Chinese
descent) and Poland. As founding members of the Australian Fairy
Tale Society, both have served on its committees. And both
contributed to the anthology South of the Sun, brought to you by
the AFTS and Serenity Press. In this conference presentation, Thang
and Louisa explore the aforementioned overlaps in a threefold
approach: A group reading of a passage in Refugee Wolf + a videorecording of Louisa reading her review of its original incarnation as
a novella as well as introducing the AFTS anthology. Their
presentation will be a combination of live and pre-recorded material.
Refugee Wolf

#fairytales

louisajohnkrol.com/
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MUNETAKA & GAIL UMEHARA- Enchanted in the Forest Kamishibai Storytelling.
Munetaka is a language teacher and translator. He was a member
of a Japanese folkloric traditions study group for many years, during
which time he learned to play the flute music that accompanies
traditional dances performed in villages around Japan. Along the
way, he also acquired a range of papercraft skills, including
bookbinding, origami, and the production of Kamishibai sets.

Have a question?
use the Zoom chat box
Type QUESTION in
caps followed by what
you would like to ask for
our hosts to pick up.

Gail has had a series of careers – public servant, librarian, editor,
interpreter, lecturer – in which language and communication have
been the common thread. Since retiring from full-time work, the
couple spend much of their time on activities sharing Japanese
culture with audiences in schools, libraries and at a variety of
community events. In these contexts (largely Australian) they have
adapted their Kamishibai performances from the traditional tellerwith-bicycle format. At present, they are also particularly interested
in encouraging others to join in developing the kamishibai format
with their own creations.
Japan Art Directory

WRITING FAIRY TALE SCRIPTS
A panel discussion with Wendy Blaxland, Liane Morris, Erin-Claire
Barrow, Munetaka & Gail Umehara.

#aftsconf2021
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SESSION 3: Sunday morning 10:00am-12.30pm
HOST: ELIANE MOREL

FINEGAN KRUCKEMEYER- Hope is a Trail of Breadcrumbs
Finegan had 98 commissioned plays performed on six continents
and translated into eight languages. His work has enjoyed seasons
in over 200 international festivals and in 2018 he was the mostproduced playwright of original children’s theatre in the US.
His work has received 37 awards, including the Mickey Miners
Lifetime Achievement Award for international Theatre for Young
Audiences, the David Williamson Prize for Excellence in Australian
Playwrighting, seven Australian Writers Guild Awards and an
inaugural Sidney Myer Fellowship. He has spoken at conferences in
ten countries, with papers published and works studied at
international universities. He is committed to making strong and
respectful work for young people.

Have a question?
Type QUESTION in
caps followed by what
you would like to ask in
the Zoom chat for our
hosts to pick up.

finegankruckemeyer.com/

ANNA JARRETT- The Storyteller, Magician and Shaman –
Journeying into enchanted lands WORKSHOP
Anna Jarrett is a professional storyteller, facilitator, consultant,
teacher and outdoor guide of 30 years experience. Her programs
create spaces for sharing our stories in diverse ways which
including community storytelling, environmental education,
reflections and outdoor adventure/reconnection journeys.
Living on the south coast, Anna enjoys listening to the stories
whispered in the wind and sung under the stars as well as the
stories shared every day in community. Her greatest joy is to
create places where individual voices and stories can be heard
and celebrated in forms from books and songs to festival
performances.
australianstorytellers.org.au/anna-jarrett

#enchanting

THE AUSTRALIAN FAIRY TALE SOCIETY
IS DELIGHTED TO HONOUR
LOUISA JOHN-KROL
AS THE WINNER OF THE 2021 AFTS AWARD.
Louisa's contributions to the field of fairy tales in Australia are extensive so I am
only going to summarise some of the points from the extensive nomination she
received this year:
Singer, producing 8 CDs and performing internationally
Writer of short stories and memoirs
Storyteller, particularly at the Wonderwings fairy shop
Co Editor of the Ezine
Administrator and leader: Ring Leader of the Victorian Fairy Tale Ring, and
AFTS President for many years
"While Louisa has achieved many extraordinary things I believe it is her
extraordinarily kind heart and passionate support of those around her that
needs to be recognised and celebrated with this award. Out of anyone I’ve ever
met, Louisa is the truest of fairy godmothers."
The Society takes great pleasure in recognising some of the achievements and
qualities of Louisa John Krol who has contributed so much to our community.
Jo Henwood.

2021 AFTS Annual Award

for Inspiration and contribution to
Australian fairy tale culture

Louisa John-Krol
This year Lorena Carrington (last year's Award recipient) is the artist creating
the AFTS Award gift. It is a beautiful image which you will just have to wait to
see it on zoom!
lorenacarrington.com/about/

louisajohnkrol.com/
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KATHY SMART- How a digital storybook can be made
accessible to blind, colourblind, and deaf readers.
Kathy Smart is a videogame developer running a one-woman
studio in Adelaide. She has a Masters degree in Creative Writing
and an Advanced Diploma in Game Design and Production and a
co-founder of the Adelaide Game Developers discord.
Her first digital storybook, Frog’s Princess, was launched on 9
December 2020. It is accessible to blind and deaf children, and
character customization includes bald options so cancer patients
can be heroes too.

Have a question?
Type QUESTION in
caps followed by what
you would like to ask in
the Zoom chat for our
hosts to pick up.

She retells stories for girls and boys in that crucial time of their
lives when they wrench themselves away from their families, and
their losses and triumphs are their own.
frogsprincess.com/index.html

MIRANDA WAGEMAN - The Farmer and the Yam (and other
fairy tales from around the world) … Case study of a Fairy Tale
CD production.
Miranda Wageman is half of the musical partnership of Raine &
Wageman. (The other half is Mike Raine).
Miranda has played violin since she was eight and been involved
in music ever since. She moved to Tasmania twelve years ago,
and collaborated with Mike shortly after that. Together they
have produced eight albums of music reflecting a variety of
styles from around the world.
Miranda, via mixed media, will describe how she and Mike met,
then work through how they decided on fairy tales as their
theme for a CD, where they sourced the fairy tales from, and
how they composed and recorded the track
www.reverbnation.com/rainewageman

#fairytales

2021 ZOOM CONFERENCE
PRESENTERS & PERFORMERS

AUSTRALIAN
Fairy Tale
Society

SESSION 4: Sunday afternoon 2:00-4:00pm
HOST: ELIANE MOREL

REILLY McCARRON- Long Lost Fairytales Audio Books:
the soundtrack
Reilly McCarron is a writer, composer, playwright, and folklorist
with a love of fairy tales. She will look at the process of creating
the soundtrack for three audio books in a fairy tale series by Kate
Forsyth and Lorena Carrington published by Serenity Press, and
how this led to a new business: Meadowlark Soundscapes.
meadowlarksoundscapes.com/index.html

JULIET MARILLIER & LAUREN ELISE DANIELS:
Music as Magic: Juliet Marillier in conversation with Lauren
Elise Daniels
Juliet Marillier is an award-winning writer of historical fantasy.
Juliet’s lifelong love of mythology and folklore is a major influence
on her writing. She also loves strong, complex characters. In 2021
Juliet will have two new books out, A Song of Flight (Warrior Bards
Book 3) and Mother Thorn, a fairy tale collection illustrated by
Kathleen Jennings. www.julietmarillier.com/
She will chat with Lauren Elise Daniels about music and magic in
storytelling. They will discuss both traditional tales and Juliet’s own
work, especially her most recent series, Warrior Bards. The
discussion will be illustrated with musical examples and an exclusive
reading from Juliet’s forthcoming novel, A Song of Flight.
Lauren Elise Daniels has a BA and MFA in Creative Writing and
has edited nearly 100 published titles. Her magic realism novel,
Serpent’s Wake: A Tale for the Bitten was shortlisted with Half the
World Global Literati Awards in 2016 and published in 2018. She
directs Brisbane Writers Workshop.
@LEDaniels

ROSLYN HULL: Finding Inspiration in Hollywood Babylon
Roslyn has been a museum educator for 22 years and a
performance storyteller for 20. She writes many of her own
stories but has an interest in the universality of themes found in
folk and fairy tales. She has a Masters degree in Creative
Writing which she uses for work and play, writing semi-regular
reviews of movies and interpretive exhibition text. She also has a
brief film review spot on ABC Radio, Canberra.
hercanberra.com.au/author/roslyn-hull/

#aftsconf2021
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WAYS OF ENCHANTMENT
A panel discussion with Juliet Marillier, Finegan Kruckemeyer,
Louisa John Krol, Reilly McCarron, Kathy Smart, Anna Jarrett.

Have a question?
Type QUESTION in caps followed by what you would like to
ask in the Zoom chat for our hosts to pick up.

#enchanting
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YOUR HOSTS
ALEXANDRA McCALLUM is an oral storyteller and writer of
fiction, poetry and performance work. She is also a community
cultural development facilitator with a particular interest in creative
pathways to oracy and literacy development. She has performed at
numerous venues and festivals around Australia including
Queensland Art Gallery and Darwin Festival and schools or
community centres from Carindale to Mt. Isa. Her work has
appeared in Artshub, Brisbane Modern and Best of Bareknuckle
Poet and was selected for the US writers’ workshop Tin House. Her
scripts have had readings at Metro Arts and the Judith Wright
Centre and she has co-written scripts for school touring.

JOE VANDERMEER grew up on the edge of a life-size Grimm fairy
tale forest called the Efteling in the Netherlands, where he fell in
love with fairy tales. Apart from dabbling in music and various other
hobbies as he grew up (oh, and raising a family), he spent a few
decades out of the forest in the land of IT. But he now happily
spends his time pouring coffee and exploring mythologies and real
life tales of visitors as Director of the Swedenborg Centre in
Roseville (4 Shirley Road, drop in sometime). He has already spent
his three wishes, and so is not planning to retire any time soon but
to jovially continue running the Centre until the happy ever after.
JILL WEBSTER has worked as a professional storyteller in
Scotland and Australia. She has a degree in Performing Arts
(Theatre) from the University of Western Sydney and studied with
the Scottish Mask and Puppet Centre. She ran the storytelling and
children’s theatre company Monsters and Mayhem in Sydney and
Scotland, touring with performances, leading workshops, and being
Storyteller-in-Residence at the Village Storytelling Centre in
Glasgow. Upon returning to Australia, she set up her new company
Story Bubble, which aims to share the joys of story, puppetry and
creativity with everyone.

ELIANE MOREL is a writer, performer and producer. She has a
degree in Theatre Studies from UNSW, graduated from the
NIDA Playwrights’ Course and studied opera at the Canberra
School of Music. She is writer, performer and producer of
Disenchanted: A Cabaret of Twisted Fairy Tales. Disenchanted
premiered at the Sydney Fringe 2018, toured the South Coast of
NSW 2019, aired in Adelaide Fringe View and was nominated for
Best Cabaret at the Melbourne (Digital) Fringe Festival, 2020.

#fairytales
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SPECIAL THANKS
The gratitude of the Australian Fairy Tale Society as a community,
and of every person who has attended this conference are due to
these remarkably talented and generous people. -

The Conference Team
Responding positively to our need, contributing their technical
and communication skills, reliability, talents, and warmth, and
enormous quantities of time and professional attention to detail
to create the program and activities, liaise with the Presenters
and bring our event to you across all the barriers of time and
space, our Hosts:
Alexandra McCallum, Joe Vandermeer, Jill Webster,
Eliane Morel, and Michael Patterson.
The Conference Assessment Panel
Examining the many submissions to this conference,
collaborating over vast distances and an extended time frame,
to select the very best Presenters: Michael Patterson,
Graham Ross & Dorothea Wojner.
Anthology: Gabi Brown, Lorena Carrington, Kathryn Gossow,
Louisa John-Krol & Patsy Poppenbeek.
Ezine: Shirley Way & Spike Deane
Treasurer: Nicholas Simm
Social Media: Serene Conneeley, Jo Henwood, Shirley Way &
Spike Deane.
Merchandise: Serene Conneeley.

#aftsconf2021
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2021 CONFERENCE
SPECIAL THANKS
The creators of our conference publications:
Helen Hewitt – creator of the original artwork

Spike Deane – Graphic design for social media & publications.

& many thanks
to Jo Henwood!
FEED BACK FORM

We hope you enjoyed our 7th conference
Enchanting: Music Magic, Spells
We would love to hear what you thought
link here for our feedback form

Enchanting:
music, magic, spells

Performing fairy tales
THE AUSTRALIAN FAIRY TALE SOCIETY (AFTS) IS A NATIONAL NOT-FORPROFIT CHARITY FOCUSED ON COLLECTING, PRESERVING, DISCUSSING,
SHARING AND CREATING FAIRY TALES.
OUR AIM IS TO ENCOURAGE ACADEMICS, WRITERS, ARTISTS, PERFORMERS AND
ENTHUSIASTS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY, TO CONVERSE AND SHARE ALL THINGS
FAIRY TALE, THROUGH A NATIONAL WEBSITE, ANNUAL CONFERENCES AND A
GROWING NUMBER OF LOCAL 'FAIRY TALE RINGS' IN SEVERAL STATES.
WE ENCOURAGE FAIRY TALE DISCUSSION AND A VARIETY OF CREATIVE EXPRESSION
(FROM FOOD TO FILM, WRITING, STAGE, VISUAL-ART AND MUCH MORE!).
ALL ARE WELCOME. CHECK OUR WEBSITE TO SEE , IF THERE'S A FAIRY TALE RING
NEAR YOU, OR HOW YOU CAN START ONE, WITH OUR HELP.

https://www.australianfairytalesociety.org

#aftsconf2021

